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WHAT CAN YOU SAY about an election in
vhich the incumbent President, scarcely both-
ering to campaign against crippled opposition,
sweeps 49 of 50 states and then, lonz after the
ballofs have been counied, is discovered to have
_ sheltered a criminal conspiracy inside his cam-
~ paign? '

You can say quile a lot—if you are Theodore
. H. White, four-filths of the way through a con-
tract to produce a narrative history of Ameri-
can politics in the five elections leading up to
the nation’s bicentennial. White has unloaded
371 pages worth of prose on the forgetiable
subjeet of the 1972 presidential “race,” only 11
pages less than he devoted to the down-to-the-
wire contest of 1960, when zll of us were so
much younger and more enthusiastic,

~The “Making of the President” series has
taken on a lite of &5 own, a unique and, in
many ways, valuable existence, but clearly now
not dependent on the substance of its subjeet
matter. Whnt started as an esercise in journal-
istic history has hecome
itself.

It has changed the practice of political jour-

nalism in the United States. George Rommey
complained, with some justice, that ho was the

a force of history in

vielim of a 'l(m\ Wihite syndrome™ whe in-
tense veportorial serutiny of tho carly phases of
his campaizn ruived him in 1003, White hos
atfracted an a2ty of imitators, In 1630, he
alone satwith the winning condidalo o3 the con-
vention roil vois eatled aud dezerited tho scone
in 1972, ha was one of dozeny of IL‘)J"’I\ andd

('mmmmon crowding inlo Georze MeGovorn's

suite in a scene he Jpproved: derRelgase112005101l13 J@&A*REIH’S&(QFIB@QE@@MQQ@DOM -0
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taste of the tourist who has discovered a sccret

cove one summer and returns the next }ear to

find it overrun with picnickers. 4 -
But White has done more than change the

‘way politics is reported: his books have appar-

ently changed history. As White tolls it, the
idea of running for President first occurred

. to ’\IcGovern—\xhen else?—while zeadmt1r “The

Making of the President 1950” in a hospltal bed
in the fqll of 1962, That's power, all right.
As a piece of tha series, “The Making of the

; President 1972" stands very close to the top. It

is a better book than the 1968 Installment, when
the emotions of that
bloody year proved too muéh for -
White's romantic spirit to handle. It
may be as good as the 1960 book, when
' the technique was arrestingly new.

White’s great asset, throughout this
epic effort, has been his command of
the storyteller’s art. What he says in
this book in defense of presidential
primaries could be applied equally to
his books: “Their value could -be de-
seribed most simply as the value of
narrative instruction, which is the
best kind of instruction. Primaries tell
a story”-—and so does Teddy VWhite.

As he demonstrated in the first
chapter of the first hook—the count-
ing of the returns on election night
in 1960—10 one is his master at han-
dling the theatrics of a political set- -
piece. His chapter in this hook on the
Democratic  convention is  another
storyteller’s masterpicee-—done with
superb rhythin and pace, mixing vig-
nettes, changing perspectives and
cmnmd to just the right enrtain line.

You have to tak ¢ White on his oun
terms. Ile is a romantic. In thal Dem-
ocratic comontm chapler, I gagged a
Jittle when 1 read that kLa:‘n Leach
in the summer of 1972 was a ploce
where “the green waters still carvessed
the clean beaches from which the sun-
bleached white bolels rozs like Iatter-
day Taj Mahals.” If that is {rue, it's
the Dbigzest e\chM\o amone mm
frem convention city;
didn’'t think even Lu‘ch \vm!c w onld
use  that line after what Norman
Mailer did to {he Beaeh in his book
four years aso.

But we have ail of us, as readers,
conie to huow what 1o ecxpoet from

Yhite—end Lo value it The 1972 1aix-
ture s as bofore: a grent panorama
of scenos and evenls, mived with
sorae puo sociolecy there renresented
by oo arital 1 vioof the 1970

cenvas Jindinzed and a lot of “inside
Elil"["" 1ol the great men at work
and play,
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